
Research Technician, Zuckerman Mind Brain and Behavior Institute at Columbia University 
 
The Zuker Lab is interested in the mechanisms underlying signal processing and information transfer 
in sensory systems. They use the mammalian taste system and the gut-brain axis to understand 
how the brain modulates body physiology. Taste behaviors are exquisitely modulated by the internal 
state (e.g. hunger, satiety, emotion, and expectation), thus they provide a powerful model for the 
dissection of brain circuits integrating the senses with our physiological and emotional states. For 
more information about the Zuker lab and their research, please visit zukerlab.com. 
 
Job Description:  As a Research Technician, you are an organized, responsible, teamwork-
oriented individual who can work collaboratively with graduate students, postdocs, and other 
technicians in support of the lab’s research goals. You will be responsible for performing various 
behavioral and systems neuroscience techniques and experiments, and assisting with general 
laboratory maintenance. This is an excellent opportunity for a recent college graduate looking to stay 
within the lab at least 2-3 years before moving on to their next opportunity or graduate/medical 
school.  
 
Principal Responsibilities Include:  
 

• Perform behavioral, genetic, and physiological experiments with various mouse strains; 
utilize antibodies, RNA probes and the techniques of molecular biology to label and isolate 
genes of interest. May assist in the creation and verification of genetically engineered mouse 
lines. 

• Perform stereotaxic manipulations, mouse survival surgery, use various viral and nonviral 
systems to introduce genes into tissues and neurons, including experiments with 
chemogenetics and optogenetics. 

• Perform Single-cell RNA seq experiments and Single-cell imaging experiments. 
• Participate in laboratory meetings and planning sessions. Review literature as needed to 

build essential knowledge of the lab's scientific area of focus. 
• Alongside other lab members, provide support in laboratory upkeep. 

   
Requirements for the Position Include 
 

• A bachelor’s degree in neuroscience or the biological sciences. 
• Prior hands-on experience working in a research environment.  

• Prior experience with standard biological techniques (immunostaining, in-situ 
hybridization, PCR, and gel electrophoresis) preferred.  

• Prior experience handling and utilizing rodent models preferred. 
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills, organizational skills, time management 

skills, and attention to detail. Ability to use good judgment in managing deadlines and 
responding to inquiries. 

• Strong enthusiasm to learn new techniques and expand your scientific knowledge.  
  
 
Contact:  For more information, please contact lr2653@columbia.edu.   

https://www.zukerlab.com/
mailto:lr2653@columbia.edu

